
 
 

 
Grading Benchmarks – KINDERGARTEN 

 

MATHEMATICS 

 
1) Understands and applies mathematical concepts. (K.NBT.1, K.MD.1, K.MD.2, K.MD.3, K.G.1, K.G.2, K.G.3, K.CC.1, 

K.CC.6, K.CC.7, K.OA.3) 

Trimester 1 2 3 4 

1st Sort and Classify:  

Student is unable or 

rarely able to sort and 

classify by attributes 

and combination of 

attributes. 
 
 

 

Comparing Numbers 

0 – 10:  Student is 

unable or rarely able 

to identify sets with 

more/fewer and 

demonstrate that 

numbers can be 

represented in 

different ways. 

 

 
 

Student is unable or 

rarely able to 

compare two 

numbers between 1 

and 10 presented as 

written numerals.  

Sort and Classify:  

Student can sometimes 

sort and classify by 

attributes and 

combination of 

attributes. 
 

 
 

Comparing 

Numbers 0 – 10:  

Student can 

sometimes identify 

sets with more/fewer 

and demonstrate that 

numbers can be 

represented in 

different ways. 

 

 

 

Student can 

sometimes compare 

two numbers 

between 1 and 10 

presented as written 

numerals.  

Sort and Classify:  

Student can sort and 

classify by attributes and 

combination of attributes. 

K.MD.3 
 
 
 
 

Comparing 

Numbers 0 – 10: 

Student can 

consistently 

identify sets with   

more/fewer and 

demonstrate that 

numbers can be 

represented in 

different ways. 

K.CC.6 

 

Student can 

consistently 

compare two 

numbers between 1 

and 10 presented as 

written numerals. 

K.CC.7 

Sort and Classify: 

Student can sort and 

classify by attributes and 

combination of  

attributes. Student applies 

concepts independently to 

other situations. 

 

Comparing Numbers 0 – 10: 

Student can consistently 

identify sets with more/fewer 

and demonstrate that 

numbers can be represented 

in different ways. Student 

can apply concepts 

independently to other 

situations. 

 

 

 

Student can 

consistently compare 

two numbers between 

1 and 20 presented as 

written numerals.  



 
 

 
 

2nd 

Comparing Numbers 

0 – 20:  Student is 

unable or rarely able 

to identify sets with 

more/fewer and 

demonstrate that 

numbers can be 

represented in 

different ways. 

 

 

 

Student is unable to 

compose and decompose 

numbers. 

 

Comparing 

Numbers 0 – 20:  

Student can 

sometimes identify 

sets with more/fewer 

and demonstrate that 

numbers can be 

represented in 

different ways. 

 

 

 

Student can 

sometimes compose 

and decompose 

numbers. 

 

Comparing 

Numbers 0 – 20:  

Student can 

consistently 

identify sets with   

more/fewer and 

demonstrate that 

numbers can be 

represented in 

different ways. 

K.CC.6 

 

Student can 

consistently 

compose and 

decompose 

numbers.  

K.NBT.1, K.OA.3 

Comparing Numbers 0 – 20: 

Student can consistently 

identify sets with 

more/fewer and 

demonstrate that numbers 

can be represented in 

different ways. Student 

can apply concepts 

independently to other 

situations. 

 

 

Student can consistently 

compose and 

decompose numbers 

greater than 20. 

3rd Larger Numbers: 

Student is unable or rarely 

able to identify patterns of 

numbers on a number 

chart to 100. 

 

 

 

Student is unable to 

compose and decompose 

numbers. 
 
 

 

 

Position and Location:  

Student is unable or rarely 

able to identify the 

position of objects using 

Larger Numbers: 

Student can sometimes 

identify patterns of 

numbers and patterns on 

a number chart to 100. 

 

 

 

Student can 

sometimes compose 

and decompose 

numbers. 

 

 

 

Position and Location:  

Student can sometimes 

identify the position of 

objects using 

Larger Numbers: 

Student can 

consistently identify 

patterns of  

numbers and 

patterns on a number 

chart to 100. K.CC.1 

 

Student can 

consistently 

compose and 

decompose 
numbers. K.NBT.1 

 

 

Position and Location:  

Student can consistently 

identify the position of 

objects using describing 

Larger Numbers: 

Student can consistently 

identify patterns of 

odd/even numbers and 

patterns on a number chart 

to 100. 

 

 

Student can consistently 

compose and decompose 

numbers greater than 40. 

 

 

 

 

Position and Location: 

Student can consistently 

identify the position of 

objects using describing 



 
 

 
describing words. 

 

 

 

 

Geometry: 

Student is unable or rarely 

able to identify 2- and 3-

dimensional shapes, their 

attributes and their 

properties. 

Student is unable or rarely 

able to compares 2- and 3-

dimensional shapes, their 

attributes and their 

properties. 

 
 
 

 

 

Measurement:  Student is 

unable or rarely able to 

recognize and compare 

objects by weight, length, 

capacity, and height. 

 

 

describing words. 

 

 

 

 

Geometry: 

Student sometimes 

identifies 2- and 3-

dimensional shapes, their 

attributes and their 

properties. 

Student sometimes 

compares 2- and 3-

dimensional shapes, their 

attributes and their 

properties. 

 
 
 

 

 

Measurement:  

Student can 

sometimes recognize 

and compare objects 

by weight, length, 

capacity, and height. 

words. K.G.1 

 

 

 

 

Geometry: 

Student consistently 

identifies 2- and 3-

dimensional shapes, their 

attributes and their 

properties. 

Student consistently 

compares 2- and 3-

dimensional shapes, their 

attributes and their 

properties. K.G.2, K.G.3 
 
 

 

 

 

Measurement: 

Student can 

consistently 

recognize and 

compare objects by 

weight, length, 

capacity, and 

height. K.MD.1, 

K.MD.2 

words. 

Student applies concepts 

independently to other 

situations. 

 

Geometry: 

Student consistently 

identifies 2- and 3-

dimensional shapes, their 

attributes and their 

properties.  

Student consistently 

compares 2- and 3-

dimensional shapes, their 

attributes and their 

properties. 

Student applies concepts 

independently to other 

situations 

 
 

Measurement: 
Student can consistently 

recognize and compare 

objects by weight, length, 

capacity, and height. 

Student applies 

concepts to other 

situations 

independently. 

 

 

 



 
 

 
2) Demonstrates understanding of whole number concepts (counting, writing). (K.CC.1, K.CC.2, K.CC.3, K.CC.4, K.CC.5) 

 

Trimester 1 2 3 4 

1st Student is unable or rarely 

able to 1 to 1 count sets 

from 0 to 10 and tell how 

many.


Student is unable or rarely 

able to count sets from 0 

to 10 and provide a 

written numeral.


 

Student is unable or rarely 

able to identify and write 

numerals 

from 0 to 10. 

 

 

 

Student is unable or 

rarely able to count 

to 30. 

 

 

Student is unable or 

rarely able to count 

to 30 by tens. 

 

 

 

Student is unable or 

Student can sometimes 

1 to 1 count sets from 0 

to 10 and tell how 

many. 

 

 

Student can sometimes 

count sets from 0 to 10 

and provide a written 

numeral. 

 

 

 

Student can sometimes 

identify and write 

numerals from 0 to 10. 

 

 

 

 

Student can 

sometimes count to 

30.  

 

 

Student can 

sometimes count to 

30 by tens.  

 

 

 

Student can 

Student can consistently 

1 to 1 count sets from 0 

to 10 and tell how 

many.K.CC.4.a 

 

 

Student can consistently 

count sets from 0 to 10 

and provide a written 

numeral. K.CC.4.b, 

K.CC.4.c 

 

 

Student can 

consistently identify 

and write numerals 

from 0 to 10. 

K.CC.3 

 

 

Student can 

consistently count 

to 30. K.CC.1 

 

 

Student can 

consistently count 

to 30 by tens. 

K.CC.1 

 

 

Student can 

consistently count 

Student can consistently 1 

to 1 count sets through 20 

and tell how many. 

 

 

 

Student can consistently 

count sets through 20 and 

provide a written 

numeral. 

 

 

 

Student can 

consistently identify 

and write numerals 

from 0 to 20. 

 

 

 

Student can 

consistently count 

to 50.  

 

 

Student can 

consistently count 

to 50 by tens.  

 

 

 

Student can 



 
 

 
rarely able to count 

forward beginning 

from any given 

number between 0-

30. 

sometimes count 

forward beginning 

from any given 

number between  

0 to 30. 

forward beginning 

from any given 

number between  

0 to 30. K.CC.2 

consistently count 

forward beginning 

from any given 

number between  

0 to 50. 

2nd Student is unable or rarely 

able to 1 to 1 count sets 

through 10 and tell how 

many. 

 

 

Student is unable or rarely 

able to count sets through 

10 and provide a written 

numeral. 

 

 

 

Student is unable or rarely 

able to identify and write 

numerals from 0 to 20. 

 

 

 

 

Student is unable or 

rarely able to count 

to 50.  

 

 

 

Student is unable or 

rarely able to count 

to 50 by tens.  

 

 

Student can sometimes 

1 to 1 count sets through 

20 and tell how many. 

 

 

 

Student can sometimes 

count sets through 20 

and provide a written 

numeral. 

 

 

 

Student can sometimes 

identify and write 

numerals from 0 to 20. 

 

 

 

 

Student can 

sometimes count to 

50.  

 

 

 

Student can 

sometimes count to 

50 by tens.  

 

 

Student can consistently 

1 to 1 count sets through 

20 and tell how many. 

K.CC.4.a 


 

Student can consistently 

count sets through 20 and 

provide a written 

numeral.  

K.CC.4.b, K.CC.4.c 

 


Student can 

consistently identify 

and write numerals 

from 0 to 20. 

K.CC.3 

 

 

Student can 

consistently count 

to 50.  

K.CC.1 

 

 

Student can 

consistently count 

to 50 by tens. 

K.CC.1 

 

Student can consistently 

1 to 1 count sets beyond 

20 and tell how many. 

 

 

 

Student can consistently 

count sets beyond 20 and 

provide a written 

numeral. 

 

 

 

Student can consistently 

identify and write 

numerals beyond 20. 

 

 

 

 

Student can 

consistently count 

to 100.  

 

 

 

Student can 

consistently count 

to 100 by tens.  

 

 

 



 
 

 
Student is unable or 

rarely able to count 

forward beginning 

from any given 

number between 0-

50. 

Student can 

sometimes count 

forward beginning 

from any given 

number between  

0 to 50. 

Student can 

consistently count 

forward beginning 

from any given 

number between     

0 to 50. K.CC.2 

Student can 

consistently count 

forward beginning 

from any given 

number between  

0 to 100. 

 

3rd Student is unable or rarely 

able to 1 to 1 count sets 

through 20 and tell how 

many. 

 

 

Student is unable or rarely 

able to count sets through 

20 and provide a written 

numeral. 

 

 

Student is unable or rarely 

able to identify and write 

numerals from 0 to 20. 

 

 

 

 

Student is unable or 

rarely able to count 

to 100.  

 

 

Student is unable or 

rarely able to count 

to 100 by tens.  

 

 

 

Student can sometimes 

1 to 1 count sets through 

20 and tell how many. 

 

 

 

Student can sometimes 

count sets through 20 

and provide a written 

numeral. 

 

 

Student can sometimes 

identify and write 

numerals from 0 to 20. 

 

 

 

 

Student can 

sometimes count to 

100.  

 

 

Student can 

sometimes count to 

100 by tens.  

 

 

 

Student can consistently 

1 to 1 count sets through 

20 and tell how many. 

K.CC.4.a 

 

 

Student can consistently 

count sets through 20 and 

provide a written 

numeral. K.CC.5 

 

 

Student can 

consistently identify 

and write numerals 

from 0 to 20. 

K.CC.3 

 

 

Student can 

consistently count 

to 100. K.CC.1 

 

 

Student can 

consistently count 

to 100 by tens. 

K.CC.1 

 

 

Student can consistently 

1 to 1 count sets beyond 

20 and tell how many. 

 

 

 

Student can consistently 

count sets beyond 20 and 

provide a written 

numeral. 

 

 

Student can 

consistently identify 

and write numerals 

beyond 20. 

 

 

 

Student can 

consistently count 

to 120+.  

 

 

Student can 

consistently count 

beyond 100 by tens.  

 

 



 
 

 
Student is unable or 

rarely able to count 

forward beginning 

from any given 

number between 0-

100. 

Student can 

sometimes count 

forward beginning 

from any given 

number between  

0 to 100. 

Student can 

consistently count 

forward beginning 

from any given 

number between  

0 to 100. K.CC.2 

Student can 

consistently count 

forward beginning 

from any given 

number beyond 

100. 

 

 

3) Uses a variety of strategies to solve problems. (K.OA.1, K.G.1, K.G.5, K.G.6) 

 

Trimester 1 2 3 4 

1st Sort, Classify and 

Compare:  Student 

is unable to use 

strategies to solve 

problems. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sort, Classify and 

Compare:  Student is 

limited in the number of 

strategies he/she can use to 

solve problems. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sort, Classify and 

Compare:  Student 

consistently uses a variety 

of manipulatives, paper and 

pencil, and appropriate 

math language to solve 

problems. K.OA.1 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Sort, Classify, and 

Compare: Student 

consistently uses a 

variety of manipulatives, 

paper and pencil, and 

appropriate math 

language to solve 

problems. 

Student uses logical 

reasoning about the 

conditions of the 

problem. 

2nd Comparing Numbers: 

Student is unable or 

rarely able to use counters 

to act out the problem. 

Student is unable or 

rarely able to use a 

variety of manipulatives 

to make sets. 

 

 

 

Comparing Numbers: 

Student sometimes 

uses counters to 

act out the 

problem. Student 

sometimes uses a 

variety of 

manipulatives to 

make sets. 

 

 

Comparing Numbers: 

Student consistently 

uses counters to act 

out the problem. 

Student consistently 

uses a variety of 

manipulatives to 

make sets. K.OA.1 

 
 
 
 

Comparing Numbers: 

Student consistently 

uses counters to act out 

the problem. 

Student consistently 

uses a variety of 

manipulatives to make 

sets. Student 

independently solves 

problems with mental 

math 



 
 

 
 

 

 

0 – 10:  Student is 

unable or rarely able 

to use manipulatives 

and drawings to 

solve problems. 

 

 

 

0 – 10:  Student 

sometimes uses 

manipulatives and 

drawings to solve 

problems. 

 
 
 
 
0 – 10:  Student 
consistently uses 
manipulatives and 
drawings to solve 
problems. K.OA.1 
 

strategies. 

 

 

0 – 10: Student consistently 

uses manipulatives and 

drawings to solve problems. 

Student applies content 

knowledge to other 

situations independently. 

3rd Larger Numbers: 

Student is unable or 

rarely able to use a ten-

frame, a 100’s chart, and 

manipulatives to 

design number patterns. 

Student is unable or rarely 

able to use other objects to 

make sets. 

 

 

Position and Location: 

Student is unable or 

rarely able to position 

objects to demonstrate the 

relationship to 

surrounding objects. 

Student is unable or 

rarely able to describe in 

words. 

 

 

0 – 10:  Student is unable 

or rarely able to use 

manipulatives and 

drawings to solve 

problems. 

Larger Numbers: 

Student sometimes uses a 

ten-frame, a 100’s chart, 

and manipulatives to 

design number patterns. 

Student sometimes uses 

other objects to make 

sets. 

 
 

 

Position and Location: 

Student sometimes 

positions objects to 

demonstrate the 

relationship to 

surrounding objects. 

Student can sometimes 
describe in words. 

 
 
 
 
0 – 10:  Student sometimes 
uses manipulatives and 
drawings to solve 
problems. 
 

 
 

Larger Numbers: 

Student consistently uses a 

ten-frame, a 

100’s chart, and 

manipulatives to design 

number patterns. 

Student consistently 

uses other objects to 

make sets. K.OA.1 
 

 

Position and Location: 

Student consistently 

positions objects to 

demonstrate the 

relationship to 

surrounding objects. 

Student can describe in 

words. K.G.1 
 
 
 
 
0 – 10:  Student 
consistently uses 
manipulatives and 
drawings to solve 
problems. K.OA.1 
 

 

Larger Numbers:   

Student employs mental 

math accurately and 

consistently. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Position and Location:  

Student consistently 

determines the 

relationship of objects 

and maneuvers objects 

to replicate or create 

new positions relative to 

other objects. 
 

 
 

 

0 – 10: Student consistently 

uses manipulatives and 

drawings to solve problems. 

Student applies content 

knowledge to other 

situations 



 
 

 
 
 

 

Geometry:  Student is 

unable or rarely able to 

use paper and pencil 

tasks, drawing objects, 

and other manipulatives 

to demonstrate figures 

and symmetry. 

 

 

 

 

Geometry:  Student 

sometimes uses paper 

and pencil tasks, 

drawing objects, and 

other manipulatives 

to demonstrate 

figures and 

symmetry. 

 

 

 

Geometry:  Student 

consistently uses paper 

and pencil tasks, drawing 

objects, and other 

manipulatives to 

demonstrate figures and 

symmetry. K.G.5, K.G.6 

 

independently. 
 
 
Geometry:  Student 

consistently uses paper 

and pencil tasks, drawing 

objects, and other 

manipulatives to 

demonstrate figures, 

symmetry, length, height, 

vertices, and other 

attributes. 
 

 

4) Computes accurately.  (K.OA.2, K.OA.4, K.OA.5) 
 

Trimester 1 2 3 4 

2nd Student is unable or 

rarely able to join 

numbers 

representing 

addition using the 

plus sign within 10. 

 

 

Student is unable or 

rarely able to 

separate objects 

from a group and 

represent 

subtraction using 

the minus sign 

within 10. 

 

Student can 

sometimes join 

numbers 

representing 

addition using the 

plus sign within 10. 

 

 

Student can 

sometimes separate 

objects from a 

group and represent 

subtraction using 

the minus sign 

within 10. 

 

 

Student can consistently 

join numbers representing 

addition using the plus sign 

within 10. K.OA.2 

 

 

 

 

Student can 

consistently 

separate objects 

from a group and 

represent 

subtraction using 

the minus sign 

within 10. K.OA.2 

 

Student consistently 

applies the concept 

of addition 

independently. 

 

 

 

 

Student consistently 

applies the concept 

of subtraction 

independently. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
Student is unable to 

or rarely able to 

take a given number 

and find the number 

to make 10. 

 

Student can 

sometimes take a 

given number and 

find the number to 

make 10. 

 

Student can 

consistently take a 

given number and 

find the number to 

make 10. K.OA.4 

 

Student can 

consistently take a 

given number and 

find the number to 

make 20. 

 

3rd Student is unable or 

rarely able to join 

numbers 

representing 

addition using the 

plus sign within 10. 

 

 

 

Student is unable or 

rarely able to 

separate objects 

from a group and 

represent 

subtraction using 

the minus sign 

within 10. 

 

 

Student is unable or 

rarely able to 

fluently add within 

5. 

 

 

Student is unable or 

rarely able to 

fluently subtract 

within 5. 

Student can 

sometimes join 

numbers 

representing 

addition using the 

plus sign within 10. 

 

 

 

Student can 

sometimes separate 

objects from a 

group and represent 

subtraction using 

the minus sign 

within 10. 

 

 

 

Student can 

sometimes fluently 

add within 5. 

 
 

 

Student can 

sometimes fluently 

subtract within 5. 

Student can 

consistently join 

numbers 

representing 

addition using the 

plus sign within 10. 

K.OA.2 

 

 

Student can 

consistently 

separate objects 

from a group and 

represent 

subtraction using 

the minus sign 

within 10. K.OA.2 

 

 

Student can fluently 

add within 5. 

K.OA.A.5 

 

 

 

Student can fluently 

subtract within 5. 

K.OA.A.5 

Student consistently 

applies the concept 

of addition 

independently. 

 

 

 

 

 

Student consistently 

applies the concept 

of subtraction 

independently. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student can fluently 

add within 10. 

 

 

 

 

Student can fluently 

subtract within 10. 

 
 


